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MEDIA RELEASE

SHERIFF NEEDSVICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS

The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office Victim Assistance Program provides
necessary support to victims of violent crime and other traumatic experiences. Each
year the group helps hundreds of families through on-scene crisisintervention,

emer gency servicesand referralsto other community agencies. These services help
restore a sense of control to victims by giving support and providing appropriate
resour ces for ongoing assistance. Dedicated volunteersare critical to the effective
delivery of thisservice.

Volunteersarerequired to complete 50 hours of Victim Assistance Program
training. Thetraining involves crisisintervention techniques, information
regarding victimization and the criminal justice syssem. The volunteersprovide on
call assstance to citizens of unincor porated Arapahoe County and municipalities
whose law enfor cement is also provided by the Sheriff’s Office. Victim Assistance
respondsto citizens who have been victimized by crime, death of a loved one or
other traumatic events, on a 24 hoursaday bass. The Victim Assistance Program
also provides community presentationsregar ding issues of personal safety and
victimization prevention.

The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Officeis currently accepting applications for
individualsinterested in being considered as a volunteer to the Victim Assistance
Program. Therequired program training is scheduled to begin in mid- January,
2004.

For information, please contact Program Director, Barbara Bell, at (720) 874-4190.
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