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  CANADA THISTLE 
(Cirsium arvense) is a colony-forming 
perennial from deep underground and 
extensive horizontal roots.  Stems are 
1- to 4-feet tall, ridged, and branching.  
Leaves are alternate, lacking stalks, 
oblong or lance-shaped, divided into 
spiny tipped irregular lobes.  Flowers 
are purple in heads ½- to ¾-inches in 
diameter; with a circle of leaflets below 
the flowers.  Canada Thistle 
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  MUSK THISTLE  
(Carduus nutans) is biennial or sometimes a winter annual, which 
grows up to six feet tall. Leaves are dark green with light green  
midrib, deeply lobed, serated or with spiny margins.  Edges of 

leaves are often a grayish-silver 
color.  The leaves extend onto the 
stem giving a winged appearance.  
Flower ends each branch, soli-
tary, 1½- to 3-inches in diameter.  
It is usually bent over.  Flowers 
are deep rose, violet, or purple, 
and occasionally white.  Flowers 
have a base of long narrow, 
spine-tipped  
leaflets. 

Musk Thistle 

SCOTCH THISTLE 
(Cirsium arvense) Scotch thistle is a bi-
ennial, producing a large rosette of spiny 
leaves the first year.  The second year 
the weed transforms into a coarse 
branching plant up to eight feet tall and 
five feet in diameter.  Under poor growing 
conditions, the plants may stand less than 
a foot tall, but can produce nearly as 
many seeds as the larger plant. 
 

Scotch thistle leaves are deeply lobed 
or serrated with long, stiff spines 
along the margins.  The leaves have 
winged appearance that continues 
down the stems of the plant.  Fine hairs give the plant a grayish 
appearance.  Purple flowers, more than an inch in diameter, are 
produced in the summer.  Flower heads remain upright, rather than 
nodding as Musk thistle flowers do.  Stocks supporting the flowers 
are leafy. 

Scotch Thistle 

Scotch Thistle 
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 SALTCEDAR 
(Tamarix ramosissima) can 
grow as a deciduous or ever-
green shrub, or can become a 
small tree.  The height can 
range from 5 to 20 feet tall.  
The bark is a distinctive red-
dish-brown color and the leaves 
are small and scale-like.  The 
flowers are pink or white in 
color and have 5 petals.  The 
Saltcedar reproduces from 
seed as well as from under-
ground roots.   

DALMATION TOADFLAX 
(Linaria dalmatica) is a colony-forming  
perennial from deep underground and  
extensive horizontal roots.  Stems are 1- to 
4-feet tall, ridged, and branching.  Leaves 
are alternate, oblong or lance-shaped,  
divided into spiny tipped irregular lobes. 
Flowers are purple in heads ½- to ¾-inches 
in diameter; with a circle of leaflets below 
the flower.  

Dalmation Toadflax  
Photos by the British Columbia Ministry of 
Agriculture  

Dalmation Toadflax 

Saltcedar 

Saltcedar 
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Yellow Toadflax 

YELLOW TOADFLAX   
(Linaria vulgaris) is a perennial, often 
over 3-feet tall.  Numerous long and  
narrow pale green leaves are smooth 
and pointed.  Flowers are snapdragon 
type 1- to 1½-inches long, bright yellow 
with deep orange centers.  Vigorous 
roots are woody, creeping, and well 
branched, with multiple laterals.  Yellow 
toadflax spreads by seeds and roots.    


